
 

March 17, 2015 

 

Dear followers of the Prince of Peace, 

 

I write this letter in response to tonight’s presentation in Grand Forks by Usama Dakdok.  I will 

stand with others who share a deep concern and disappointment of Dakdok’s anticipated 

message.  At 5:30, we will stand outside the Empire Arts Center in silent, peaceful protest 

believing it is imperative as Christians we stand against anti-Muslim hatred and fear.  Simply 

put, it is contradictory to our Christian faith.  I encourage all in our synod to strive towards 

greater understanding, interaction and relationship with those in the Islamic community in 

North Dakota and beyond.  Also, I encourage all in our synod to stand at the side of any 

who find themselves experiencing any kind of discrimination. 

 

In the Gospels, Jesus responded to the question, “Which is the greatest commandment?” 

by stating, “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 

your mind and with all your strength” and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is 

no greater commandments than these (Mark 12:29-31). As Christians, it is incumbent upon 

us to live out these commandments with our neighbors locally, nationally, and globally, 

whoever they may be, and stand against actions that are inconsistent with these 

commandments.   

 

The Islamic community has experienced increased suspicion, as well as elevated hostility 

based on ignorance and prejudice toward them. Such actions are reprehensible from a 

Christian point of view. The ill treatment of Muslims in the United States has caused much 

pain to the Islamic community, and has had severe consequences around the world.   

 

I invite you to keep all of this in prayer and to join me in standing up and speaking out 

against religiously and racially-motivated hatred, violence and actions.  Finally, I invite you 

to join me in supporting and publicizing public policies, governmental actions, and public 

activities that ensure the value of religious diversity.  

 

In Christ, 
 

 
 

Bishop Terry A. Brandt 

Dear Lord, we who are at times are divided, unloving, prejudiced, inclined to 

misunderstanding and intolerant ask that you would make us united, loving, 

open to learning, understanding, repentant, forgiving and tolerant.  Amen 


